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T™HE CUFFLEY LIoONESS.
By Michae! Lews.

In EN5 Michael presented a detailed report of the controversy surrounding
Derek Mahoney and Arthur's Cross. Now he turns his attentions to
Fortean phenomena in the form of out-of-place feline sightings in

Hertfordshire.

At 6 a.m. on 16th May 1983 Mr David Messling was having breakfast
in the kitchen of his detached house at 2, Sutherland Way, Cuffley.
Sutherland Way is a short road on the outskirts of the village, in a
fairly well wooded area (0S TL 300 032): it is what estate agents
describe as a high class residential area. DM's kitchen has a commanding
view over his 60 yards of garden, which slopes away from the house.

It is enclosed by a thorn hedge on both sides and by a small copse
at the bottom, it is laid mainly to lawn, with a patio near the house
and a swimming pool about 60 feet from the house. An outhouse some 20
feet long is situated alongside the hedge below the kitchen window.

As he gazed out of the kitchen window, DM saw a large animal leap
over the hedge from the garden of 3, Sutherland Way. It was sandy
coloured and short haired, about 2'6" in height and 4' between the legs,
with a long tapered tail. DM immediately identified it as a fully grown
lioness. The animal paused by a child's swing beyond the swimming pool
(i.e. about 30 yards distant), then trotted across the garden to the
opposite hedge, where it was momentarily lost to view because of the
outhouse roof. The animal was seen to trot (DM used the term 'swagger')
alongside the hedge, which it had apparently decided not to leap, down
the garden and disappeared into the copse. DM grabbed his camera and
rushed down the garden in an attempt to photograph the animal. However,
he could not see it and wisely decided not to venture into the copse.

DM did not wake his sleeping wife, and left for work at Potters Bar
without taking any further action. However, once at work DM became
concerned that the lioness, which he assumed 'had escaped from somewhere',
might attack schoolchildren, so he reported it to Potters Bar police
station at 7.20 a.m. Two police cars were despatched to investigate,
arriving at 7.30 a.m. DM's wife was still asleep and knew nothing, so
one of the policemen searched the garden. At the bottom of the garden
he looked over the hedge (which is not so high at this point) and saw
the lioness jump over the fence on the far side of the garden of No. 3
Sutherland Way, at a distance of no more than 50 feet. Convinced, he
then returned to summon assistance, at which point Mrs. Gwen Shipman
enquired as to the reason for his presence. On being told to stay
indoors because of an escaped lioness, she went to the rear of her

detached bungalow and from a window saw the face of the liovness as it
crouched in long grass in the garden of No. 4 Sutherland Way, at a
distance of some 150 feet. She could only see the animal's face but was
adamant that it was definitely cat shaped. She told the policeman but
the animal had gone when they returned to the window.

THE HUNT BEGINS

By 8 a.m. a police helicopter had arrived, and the police, worried
that a lioness was on the loose, began a massive operation tn recapture
it. Some twenty or so police cars converged on the rormally quiet
residential area, and residents were warned by loudspeakers to stay
indoors. Experts from nearby Broxbourne zoo were summoned, and a tracking
expert armed with tranquillising darts was rushed to the scene. DM,
alerted by his wife as to the turn of events, returned home and assisted
the police in looking for tracks: the lawn beyond the swimming pool was
waterlogged and the grass wet, about 2" high; some tracks, not less
then 3" across, were found where the animal had crossed the garden but
it appeared to have slipped on the muddy grass and the tracks were
indistinct. The prints had five separately discernible parts. DM was
unable to state positively that they were in fact made by the animal he
has seen.

An extensive search for tracks was also carried out in the garden of
3, Sutherland Way: GS stated that policemen swarmed everywhere but were
so meticulous that none of the bluebells in the copse which extends
into the bottom of the garden were damaged. In the sofL earth of a
compost heap in the far corner of the garden a print was discovered and
a cast taken. This was apparently where the policeman had seen the animal
leap the fence. The grass in the garden of no. 4 Sutherland Way (about
6" high) where the animal was seen lying by GS, was found to be flattened.
However, no damage to plants was found in any of the gardens.

By the afternoon a mobile command post had been set up at nearby
Great Wood, which was searched by large numbers of armed police. Great
Wood adjoins the residential area in question (0S TL 280 040), and it
would in fact be possible for an animal! to reach it from Sutherland
Way without leaving the protection of trees, except to cross roads.
Great Wood itself extends to some 2% square kilometres, and there are
adjoining wooded areas as well.

No further sightings were made and the police finally called off
the hunt later in the day. By this time the attention of the media
had been attracted by the intense activity and the hunt was featured
in an early evening TV programme. The next day several national
newspapers carried reports, including the 'Financial Times'.

SUBSEQUENT EVENTS

Rumours of missing pets and mauled livestock were rife in the
area, but both DM and Potters Bar police warned against credence.
However, DM stated that he had it on good authority that sheep on a
local farm had been mauled, and Potters Bar police stated that a local
farmer's wife had told them livestock were missing. There were no
further sightings of the creature, and the affair died down as suddenly

as it began.




When visiting DM I took my camera, a Kodak Tele-Ektralite 600
electronic flash, with the intcention of photographing the spot where
the animal jumped rhe hedge, from DM's viewing point. As a summerhouse
had been erected near the spot since the sighting, with consequent
excavation of soil, [ decided a photograph would be misleading. The
camera was not used until eight days later, while on holiday in Sussex.
Although only |5 months old and never having given any trouble previously,
depression of the electronic flash indicator button failed to activate
the indicacor light. The battery was checked and said to be flat, but
repliacement did not cure the fault. Prior to returning it to the
retailers for attentinn under the guarantee on my recurn from holiday,
the camera was checked and the indiator light found to be in working
order. Camera malfunctions are sometimes reported in cases of anomalous
phenomena, and this incident is recorded in case it may be of any
significance.

INVESTIGATION

The principal investigation was carried out by cthe police. The
only registered owner of a Jarge car in the area, at Hatfield, six
miles to the northwest, was checked but the animal was secure. A
travelling circns had pasced through Cuffley early that morning and
it was traced and stopped; no animals were found to be missing. A
thorough search of the area by large numbers of police aided by a
helicopter was fruitless.

Broxbourne zoo was contacted but no animals were missing;
experts from the zoo examined the tracks in DM's garden and stated that
they were too small, the wrong shape, and too shallow to be those of a
lioness; they admitted that the tracks were 'very bad', and DM pointed
out: that he had observed dogs, deer, foxes and other wildlife in the
garden at various times which might be responsible for the tracks.
Regrettably no reply was received to a letter I sent to the zoo seeking
more information.

I made considerable efforts to locate the tracking expert
mentioned in the local newspaper report, but to no avail. Attempts to
gain more information frowm the police led up a blind alley: Potters
Bar police were polite and helpful, the officer I spoke to having been
involved in the hurr and of the opinion that the animal was a Great
Dane; he referred me to Eufield police who had organised the hunt, but
a disinterested WPC declined to answer my questions about the officer
who had seen the animal, srating that the matter was closed as the
animal had been a large dog; all enquiries were being referred to the
Scotland Yard press huresu who had issued a stavement that the animal
was a Rottweiler dog. It was not possible to check the missing 1livesrock
stories as no-one could recall the name of the farm mentioned in the
TV programme.

ANALYSIS OF OPT1O0ONS

Clearly the creature either was a lioness or the witnesses
misidentified it as such.

The case for a lionesss hinges upon DM's initial identification:
he saw it leap over a tall hedge onto his lawn at a distance of 30
yards in good visibility under daylight conditions; he had not heard

of any reported sightings of a lioness in the locality nor had other
than a passing interest in mystery animals. T submit that there was

no good reason for DM to conclude that the creature was a lioness
unless, as seems to have been the case, the circumstances were such

as to preclude any other conclusion. The normal reaction in such a
situation would be to preclude any other conclusion. The normal reaction
in such a situation would be to rationalise, i.e. to decide that the
creature must be a dog, but it was viewed in such good conditions that
DMwas driven to the conclusion that he was indeed looking at a lioness.

The policeman viewed the creature at an even shorter distance and
surely could hardly have falled to make a correct identification. It is
true that he had been told to expect to see a lioness but it may be
assumed that he regarded DM's sighting with some degree of scepticism.
As a result of his sighting a massive police hunt was launched.

GS is perhaps the weakest witness, as she saw only the creature's
head at a greater distance and had been expecting to see a lionecs.

Assuming that the creature was a lioness, there are three possible
explanations:

(i) it had escaped from captivity: police enquiries
eliminated this possibiiity, aithough the animai could
have escaped from an unregistered nwner; this is not
considered very likely, especially as it was prcsumably
recaptured by its owner, since there were no further
sightings. It has been suggested that the travelling
circus is too much of a coincidence and must have lost
a lioness as it passed through Cuffley: however, there
would only have beeu half an hour bectween the lasi
sightings of the lioness and the commencement of the
police hunt iu which the lioness could have been
recaptured without detection, and it was last seen in
an area inaccessible by road and bordered by the gardens
of private houses. We are thus left with the preposterous
scenario of a lion tamer and travelling cage trying to
inveigle the creature back into its cage (having first
located it), at rhe same time managing to avoid detection
in the face of a massive police hunt !!

(ii) the animal had been living wild in the countryside: the
theory that there is a rare breed of big cat, indigenous
to Britain, which shuns man and is therefore rarely seen,
is well argued in Di Francis' book "Cat Country - The
Quest for the British Big Cat™ {(David & Charles); certainly
the stories of mauled livestock fit in with this
explanation. However the lioness in this case walled
openly through the gardens of houses, and remained in
the same relatively small area for some ninety minutes.
Furthermore, despite massive publicity, no further
sightings were reported in the relatively well-populate
countryside.

(iii) the animal comes into the category of a 'mystcry animal',
in this instance a large cat-like creature, which
suddenly appears from no where, stays long encugh te be
seen in circumstances which seem to rule out
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misidenrificarion, and then disappears as mysteriously

as it appeared. The Fortean coincidence of the travelling
circus. and (poussibly) the camera malfunciion are all well
kiiown accompaniments of such events; however, the nature
and origins of such crearures are far from undersuond,

and explanations that they belcong to the realm of the
supernatural have been rejected by some critics on the
grounds of lack of evidence.

Misidentification by the witnesses is the explanation given by the
police. However, Scotland Yard's assertion that the creature was a
Rottweiler dog can be authoritatively dismissed: these animals do not
exceed 2 teet in height, are black with brown markings, and have the
more elongated face tvpical of a dog, which could not be miscaken tor a
cat. A Great Dane would be a more likely candidate, but we are faced
with the prublem of the hedge over which the creature leaped: this was
a substantial rhorn hedge. tive feet six inches in height and three feet
in width. I contend that no dog could possibly jump rhis hedge, let
alone in one leap, and any propoanent of the dog explanation must name
the breed of dog which cculd achieve this feat.

The police's explanation alse flies in the face of the testimony
of one of their cwn officers. 1 believe that it was dictated by the
necessity to allay the fears of local residents who had teen warned to
stay indoors uatil the creature had been captured; in the absence of
further sightings the cxplanation would acquire credibility and allow
the affair to be quietly forgotten.

If the cveature really was a dog then it seems likely that such a
large-scale bhunt would bhave succeeded in capiuring it, unless its owner
had recaptured it; unlike a big cat, a dog would not conceal itself to
avoid detection. However, the final argument against the dog explanation
must be the testimony of DM, which has been discussed above.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Sighrings of big cats, such as this one, which have been thoroughily
ipvestigated by the authorities, provide valuable evidence of a
phenomenon which is being increasingly reported (e.g. the beast of
Exmoor). Although I was unable to get to the bottom of the vexed
question of the tracks in this case, the circumstances of the sightings,
and in particular the leap over the thorn hedge, lead me to the
conclusion that this was indeed a lioness; I would not, however, like to
venture any opinion as ro whether these big cats are indigenous to the
countryside, or whecher there is a more complex, paranormal explanation.

Editor's Note

The strange coincidence of a circus being in the vicinity at the time
of the Cuffley lioness sightings brought a smile to my face. It sc happens
that on the day of the first two Hcerndon black panther sightings in
November (see next issue and stop press at the end of this issue) there
was a travelling circus passing through nearby Billericay.

There was no link, that I'm sure, but the circus '"passing through"
syndrome appears to be another Fortean synchronicity factor often found
in such cases chowing the evidence of paraphysical phenomena. If this
is the case rhen perhaps the conditions of manifestation of nut-of-place
beasts is reliant upon ihe cnllective consciousness of an area, producing
a1l sorts of cbscure and meaningless synchronicities involving witness
apd place-names, local events, current news and local lifestyles and
situations.

SNCUARONICITY IN A TATRETRA —
— A RERZT &7 YouR eDVioR.
R

The act of synchronicity is currently defined as an incident
beyond coincidence which is considered to have been co-ordinated by
some form of outside guidance. Interpretation of this outside guidance
varies according to the personal beliefs of those concerned. However,
one suitable explanation currently in vogue among parapsychological
circles is Rex Stanford's theory of Psi Mediated Instrumental Response
(PMIR), a kind of "holy guardian angel'" formed within the subconscious
mind, which acts on behalf of the person utilising telepathically gained
information, unconscious memory recall and experience, along with a mild
form of psycho-kinesis. In otherwords, this theory suggests that the
subconscious mind can work independently to the conscious mind on your
behalf and usually te your advantage.

Synchronicity is undoubtedly a major facet of personal belief
systems and our understanding of the processes involved will certainly
prove instrumental in discovering the ultimate boundaries of human
capability. The events which befell the Earthquest group during a recent
visit to Canterbury cathedral can only be described as synchrnnicities.
So curious were they that the group felt they should be used to show a
basie form of this phenomenon.

The intention of the group field trip, which took place on
17th July 1983 was a sight seeing tour of Canterbury cathedral, along
with a visit to the Xent village of cobham to see its many sandstone
erratics and the Runwell Cross-like designs on the sepulchrai slats
within its church.

The village of Cobham proved very interesting. A lunchtime drink
in a local pub followed, then it was on to Canterburyv, a town steeped
in Christian tradition dacing back to the time of the Saxons. However,
just before we reached the city gates two of our group, Carole Young
and Caroline Wise distinctly felt a very ovppressive atmosphere beginning
to build up, as if Canterbury held some strong negative presence. Thege
subjective feelings led tec a very agitated feeling for Carole who felt
that we should turn back. In fact, when we finally arrived at Canterbury
Carole got out of the car and immediately started walking away from the
cathedral on purpose. The rest of the group called her back and
reluctantly she eventually came with us.

COSMOLOGY

In the cathedral tourists swarmed about with souvenirs and booklets,
among which I found the two people we had arranged to meet - Valerie
Martin, a Kent Earthquest member, and Colin Dudley, a remarkable man who
has for years been studying the sacred geometry and cosmology of the
cathedral. Colin took us down into the crypts and gave the group a
fascinating talk on the cathedral's cosmology which is based upon the




intricate mosaic design in the chancel, of obscure and ancient origin,
cailed the Opus Alexandrinum. He explained how the master masons had
reflected the divine principles and cosmic order in the microcosmic
form and structure of the cathedral's sacred geometry which itself was
based upon Lhe Opus Alexandrinum. Within the mosaic itself is yet
another very small design showing that the cosmic form was repeated in
miniatme showing that cthe scared geometry went in ever decreasing
proportions, just like in mathemacics when a number is halved.

To Colin this incricate design and its relationship with the
cathedral's construccion indicated that the sacred geometry was used
to channel the cosmic energies onto an exact spot upon the Opus
Alexandrinum. Here, probably, a holy man would stand to receive the divine
influence and in a reverse fasion be able to send out powerful emanations
by using the ever expanding cosmology of rhe place, thus believing that
they could send out their sphere of influence throughout the world. lle
aiso mentioned that the placing of Thomas a Beckett's tomb directly
benearh the Opus Alexandrinum in the crypts was surely more than just
coincidence.

Once Colin had finished his talk the group split up and wandered
around the cathedral. Carole and Caroline still felt the very oppressive
atmosphere and both felt strong pains in the head as if some strong
negarivity was present. Another member of the group said they felt sick
and had to leave the cathedral. The others were not particularly concerned
with rhis uneasiness, since they were engulfed in the splendours of the
cathedral.

THOMAS A BECKETT

Carcle felt the negativity was in some way connected with the
terrible death of Thomas a Beckett, who was murdered in the cathedral
during 1170. She said she could trace the source of this strong
negative influence and immediately took the group to a spot in the
sanctuary where, we realised, Beckett had been slain. This act of
Fsychometry was remarkable in itself but it seemed more than purely
this as the negativity seemed to generate from the whole cathedral itselt,
with the focus on the place of Beckett's murder.

The group was at a loss to explain why we should pick up these
curiove psychic emanations. It was a total mystery. People on Earthquest
field trips often experience weird presences and atmospheres, so this
wag nothing new. What I cculd not understand was why a place such as
Canterbury cathedral, surely one of the sanctified sites in Britain,
should radiate this necgative atmosphere.

Time wore on, and we had to leave to go home. Just as I got back to
tlie car 1 realised I had lost an important folder which contained a
cons iderable amount of documents pertaining Lo my situation over the
book The Running Well Mystery. It included press cuttings from Jlocal
newspapers which disgracefully described me as dealing with "black magic,"
aleng with a letrer I had typed out to one newspaper asking them to
retract errvoneons stalements. It was imperative that T had these
documents and so could nct leave without them.
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I realised that they were
probably somewhere inside the
cathedral, which was by that
time closed to the public. The
only way I could regain
entrance was to explain my
predicament and see if they
would allow me to search for
them. It was likely they had
found my folder and so would
have read its contents. This
made me feel very low,
lending me to believe the
negativity of the place was
now rubbing off on me. I
did not feel much like going
back to the cathedral.
However, Carole said she
would come with me while
the others waited in the
cars for our return.

There was only one
entrance still open and
this led down {into the crypts
where, we found, that a
rendition of T.S. Elliot's
"Murder in a Cathedral,"
the DEATH OF BECKETT was
coincidentally being
re-enacted at that very
time. It was in the crypts
that I last recalled seeing
the folder.

We approached the
clergyman guarding the entrance to the crypts and he said that we could
go down into the crypts but that we would have to wait until the play was
over. To this Carole and I agreed and so sat down in the cathedral
awaiting the play's finish which we were told would be in a few minutes.

For fifteen minutes we waited. Then, and without warning, Carole
perceived the image of a white monastic figure slowly rise out from
the side chapel in which Thomas a Beckett had been murdered. Somehow
she knew the figure was Beckett. We both wondered why she should see
this vision and tried to rationalise the situation. At this point a
harmonious choral of chanting began emanating from the play still in
progress within the crypts. So coincidental was its timing that we
felt it was somehow related to the apparition seen moments earlier.
Then there was clapping, clapping from the play's audience, it was all
over. The clergyman who had barred our way before now said we could go
down into the crypts as the play had finished. We thanked him and made
our way through the corridors.

As we entered into the crypts, with their low roof and beautifully
decorated piers, we saw the stage illuminated with three monks kneeling
over the body of Thomas a Beckett. The audience waited with eager
anticipation for the next movement in the play. It was not over as the

clergyman had thought. It was just the end of a scene - the scene in

11




which Beckett had been murdered!

Carole and I walked silently towards the monks at which we heard
these words:

"Your strength? The Church lies berefrt,
Alone, desecrated, desolated, and the heathen shall build
on the ruins, Their world without God. I see it. I see it.

THE NEXT PRIEST: No. For the Church is stronger for this action
(the death of Beckett), Triumphant in adversity, It is fortified
By persecution: supreme, so long as men will die for it.
Go, weak sad men, lost erring souls, homeless in earth or heaven.
Go where the sunset reddens the last grey rock
Of Brittany, or the Gates of Hercules.

Go venture shipwreck on the sullen coasts

Where blackamoors make captive Christian men;

Go to the northern seas confined with ice

Where the dead breath makes numb the hand, makes
dull the brain;

Find an oasis in the desert sun,

Go seek alliance with the heathen Saracen,

To share his filthy rites, and try to snatch
Forgetfulness in his libidinous courts,

Oblivion in the fountain by the date-tree;

Or sit and bite your nails in Aquitaine.

In the small circle of pain within the skull

You still shall tramp and tread one endless round
0f thought, to justify your action to yourselves,
Weaving a fiction which unravels as you weave,
Pacing forever in the hell of make-believe

Which never is belief: this is your fate on earth
And we must think no further of you.

As these words echoed around the crypts Carole and I both felt
that these words were there to give us a timely explanation of the
negativity experienced by the group in the cathedral. Our interpretation
of T.S. Elliot's words was that the brutal murder of Thomas a Beckett
was not only a desecration of the cathedral, but also a desecration of
the whole of the Church, something which reverberated throughout
Christendom influencing everything that was seen as totally evil and
negative at that time. Like Colin Dudley had explained earlier that day,
the cathedral formed a microcosm of the macrocosmic universe. Therefore
everything which happened inside was reflected outside in wordly events.

Colin Dudley had explained this universal principle, now it was
being explained to Carole and I within coincidental wording that we
happened to overhear because I had left my folder behind. Somehow the
negativity in the cathedral made sense, it was that of Beckett's brutal
murder, a residue of something past, personified on this day by the
re-enactment and attention of his death by the T.S. Elliot play
coincidentally being staged actually where Beckett was buried. Also,
Carole saw the apparition of what she believed was Beckett at the point
of his death in the play. Certainly, there were a few synchronicities
here.

Quietly,and now somewhat excitedly, Carole and I slipped to the
side of the stage to where I felt I had left my folder, at which the

monks finished their dialogue and began chanting in unison. So authentic
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was this that it could hardly be distinquished from real chanting. It
was an unbelievable atmosphere.

I finally realised my folder was in a side chapel, off the crypts,
where the actors were using as a changing room. As we raced to get inside
this room before the play ended, we were stopped in our tracks within
the side gangway by a whole group of monks carrying the body of Beckett
in procession, with mourners behind them. They came to a halt right in
front of us. The play then ended and everyone began to clap. Before
they could enter the changing room I ran in, found the folder. All the
actors, including the now '"resurrected" Beckett followed me in.

Once we had left the cathedral Carole felt that the negative
atmosphere in the cathedral had somehow lifted. The atmosphere was far
brighter and we both felt very happy, following the events inside the
crypts. Yet none of this would have taken place if I had not left my
folder there in the first place.

Just outside Canterbury the whole Earthquest group stopped for a
swift break in a public house and there Carole and I explained to the
others what had taken place. Everyone felt this somehow explained the
oppresssive feelings picked up in the cathedral, and we all left in
goodspirits.

If the acts of synchronicity already mentionedwere not enough then
one further event rocked even the most objective of the crew. For during
the early evening, at the same time that ''Murder in a Cathedral' was
being re-enacted in Canterbury, BBC Radio 4 broadcast their own version
of the play throughout the nation. Once again we have the concept of
something which takes place in microcosm within the cathedral is reflected
on a macrocosmic scale on a much larger scale.

Synchronicity, whatever its explanation, is I believe an important
element in understanding the nature of reality as we know it, and it
certainly seems that if you are looking for it, you will undoubtedly
find it. I have presented the events of this article as food for thought,
although I think you will share my view that what took place seemed in
some way beyond normal coincidence.

* * *

PSYCHIC GROUP INTERCHANGE: On Wednesday, 16th November, a group of
people from KASPR the Kent Association for Psychical Research based
in Sidcup, travelled to Essex to meet members of the Earthquest group.

The visit followed a lecture given to KASPR the previous month
by your editor on psychic quest work in which he highlighted details
of his recent work,including the Somerset saga of earlier this year.
The group were extremely interested in carrying out their own earth
mysteries related psychic work. For this reason they wanted to meet
the various active members of Earthquest in the hope of gaining a few
tips during an informal discussion.

Eileen Barnes, KASPR'S leading light, outli ned their group's
recent "sitter'" group activities which have included quite remarkable
table-tilting phenomena. However, they felt that they needed a new
direction as they had come to a standstill.

It appeared that there were inherent differences in our approach
to psychic work. Our emphasis being to follow up psychic information
without openly questioning the data whilst theirs was more prove it
first. During an evening of lively discussion the subject of medifation,
quest work and methods of psychic communication were debated. Hopefully
the two groups will be able to work together much more in the future.
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e aRrcLE oF FERFETURL. CHoIRS,
AN \vwiveduchon Bf Jornn Mevvon

John Merron has been working hard in the Earth Mysteries subject for
some years and is now, not before time, putting together some remarkable
field work and ideas. This article on the Perpetual Choirs is, I believe,
very significent to psychic quest work, even in its infant stages.

* * *

Before I outline the work I have carried out, it must be stressed
that the geometry in terms of geolineir accuracy is to be looked at in
the same light as the St.Michael Line. That is as a symbolic narrow strip
of land, holding through time a concept of alignment. Not necessarily an
exact or precise alignment, but exact enough to stimulate intellectual
discussion.

Where it has been physically possible, time and travel being
expensive and in short supply of late, my colleagues and I have tried
to visit relevant sites in connection with other arrangements in various
parts of the country. Just recently we spent 2 days in Cambridgeshire at
the convention between archaeologists and ley hunters. On the second day
between running round Saffron Waldon turf maze and drip-drying in various
pubs and visiting Ely and Bury St Edmund's Cathedrals, we also had a
look at the two remaining round towered churches in the area. The sites
in the area implicated with the geometry are Hinxton Church, Bartwell
Church (one of the round-towered churches) and a bank-and-ditch site
a licttle to the NW of Clare Castle. These sites are on the East-West
line where it is extended out of the Circle of Perpetual Choirs, through
Sutton Hoo and into the sea.

Hinxton, called Hyngeston in taxation records of AD.1291, may
imply etymologically, that a stone site maybe called the Hynge-Stone
once existed on or near the site, but without extensive archival work
it is impossible to verify. You may say why not check it out? Well, with
approximately 1000 sites on the various lines, it would prove a
monumental task. Hinxton Church is dedicated to SS Mary and John, St
John's Revelation being a central theme to John Michell's book City
of Revelation, the book that set me onto this project.?

In City of Revelation John Michell quotes an ancient Welsh Bardic
.tradition which relates how a circle of 10 sacred sites, each with a
choir of some 1000 saints, surrounds the throne of the Lamb, singing
praise for eternity in one hour shifts. Hence the name collectively
being The Chircle of Perpetual Choirs. Michell expands upon this and
implies that at the dawn of the New Age, (or the Apocalypse) the choir
will change their chant or pitch, and only then will mankind be able
to attain the New Jerusalem.
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Adj.site name Distance.
a)Chartley Castle. 1000yds.

b)Croft Hill 0000
c)King's Standing Oak
1000yds
d)Goring-on-Thames 0000‘
e)Stonehenge 0000
f)Glastonbury 0000
g)Llantwit Major(?) S5mls,.*
h)Llandovery(”) 2mls,*
)Trefeglwys( ) 2mls. *
J)Cockshutt (?) 1lmls.*
) The Dewils R| ¢ Faaer. % ml
*These ar sub ect to future local
researc

N
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P

’ Yt N o s i
1)Biddulph Grange —~ = v~ " ¥ \\
2)Running Well S A . A 4
3)St.Catifrine's Point(IOW) \ ”\_‘\\7/

! N

R PPODGH , 0, W B ety W
3 MLES AP
h)white Sheet Campe. T
5)Canterbury Cathedral 2 #

6)Dover Castle.
+ 7)English Channel(oops})
8)Somewhere on the N1 in France.
9)Pickmere(a small town yet to be visited)
10)Langford( ditto )
+11)Tolpuddle
12)Nr Rhos  in Wales
2) Greenham Common .
As you can see,thero is still much field/mapworlc/computerwork yet to bo don
on alot of the sites.’ Tho seometery describes
tho root 5,0or "Golden Rectangle"which has ‘certainly been linked with"squared

"4 - 3
circle"in the past. JOHN MERRON.

OriciNAL Mae.
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Re-reading this I became very interested in terrestrial geometry,
a subject largely ignored at present in EM literature. So I set out with
some large scale maps to do some primary investigations. To begin with
I had several reservations on the concept as the diameter of the circle
being 1008 furlings (126miles) brought in the "long-distance-Ley-curse'-
earth.curvature. Upon discussion it was decided that as the main concept
of this was a circle, it was not susceptible to earth curvature. For
example; if you put a straight line on a ball, the line would be bent
out of recognition, but if you put a ring on a ball it would stay as a
ring. Therefore a circle on a curved plane should not be corrupted.

So my first objection was over-ruled. Secondly, if I were to
connect the sites with straight lines, what would happen then? Well, the
sites as you progress round the circle are connected by lines 39.6
miles long, or 316.8 furlongs, 3168 being an important number in
gematria. 39 miles is nearly double the "official" accepted ley length.
So if an intermediate site could be established for surveying purposes,
it could come within the realms of possibility. This brings me on to
White Sheet Camp.

On our way to collect the core samples for the '"rock-crushing
experiment (New Scientist lst Sept. 1983 Vol.99 N®1373 pp.627-630)",
we stopped at a few sites enroute, three of which were actually on the
circle. At a "Hill-Fort" call ed White Sheet Camp, Carole Young (no
stranger to Earthquest News readers), attempted a psychometric reading
at the site.

Carole was in a 'double blind' situation, in that she had never
heard of the Circle of Perpetrual Choirs, nor had she read City of
Rgve]ation. The sites we visited were also a mixture, some connected
with the circle some not{ some were churches, earthworks, henges, andf
sacred hill. What she picked-up was astounding. She heard joyful men
and women singing a beautiful mantric type chant, and felt that the site
was connected to other sites like steps on a spiral staircase, each site

representing a spiral step. This is furth i iti
ot The Tey %unteg. P rther reported in the Xmas edition

These and other visits to the various sites that have taken place
with Carole have confirmed to me that there is something in this
geometric pattern, but there are still many sites I wish to visit. One
in particular is Croft Hill, Leicestershire, which Paul Devereux has
quite often cited in various articles as being important for various
reasons.

Chgcking round the circle on OS maps borrowed from the library,
Croft Hill proved to be one of the most accurately placed.

Nearly a year ago a friend pointed out that a line passing through
many churches and ancient sites, seemed to connect an earth-work at
Ragby near Leicester with the Running Well. When I looked at this
gllgpment I was at first a bit dubious, but with further investigation
it did seem to hold up on site investigation. After studying the align-
ment for a period the line went into the "fairly interesting" file, and
was left for a time. A few months later whilst drawing the Circle of
Perpetual Choirs on the map, I found that the line I had previbusly
drawn between Ratby and Running Well joined the circle perfectly.

Was this just coincidence, or does it fit into the geometry
somehow?
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What sparked off the next spate of research was a trip to
Canterbury with Earthquest. The main reason for the trip was to look
at a mosaic on the floor of the Cathedral which apparently was
geomantically placed over the original position of St Thomas Beckett's
tomb.3 The importance of the design, as far as Earthquest were concerned
was that the pattern is identical to the Running Well design. It occurred
to me on returning to my maps that the Ratby-Running Well line, if
extended might pass near to Canterbury. When I checked this on the
drawing board I found that the line passed directly through Canterbury
Cathedral! I also found that if I extended the line further south-east
it passes through several other significant sites and terminted at
Dover Castle. The next task was to check angles and aspects between the
sites.

The first thing to do was to find the north-south (NS) axis.
This was achieved by taking the mid point between Stonehenge and
Glastonbury which I had worked out earlier on to be White Sheet Camp,
hence the eqarlier visit. From this point take a line up through
Whiteleafed Oak, the geometric centre, and up to a point between
Mucklestone Church and The Devil's Ring azd Finger, both incidently
featured in the first issue of Earthlines? The east-west (EW) axis is
already given by the inherent geometry on the 36° divisions. The line
runs about 234" West of North, and therefore 23  North of East. The
line between Ratby and Dover Castle is about 23 East of Southeast. This
means that the line joins the circle at an angle of exactly 45".
Experimenting with these points and lines I took a line SW from Running
Well. This line hit the Isle of Wight at its ultimate point, and
terminated at a place called St Catherines Point, which I understand
has a lighthouse. (Is this some cruel pun on Catherine-Wheel and the
rotation of the lighthouse?). From St Catherine's Point I then took a
line NW, which when extended goes through White Sheet Camp and on to
the point in the circle adjacent to Llandovery. From there another line
taken NE went through the point adjacent to Mucklestone/Devil's Ring &
Finger and if carried on, meets the extended version of the Ratby/
Running Well alignment at a stately home called Biddulph Grange.
Biddulph Grange, as the philatelists amongst you will know, was
featured recently on a 204p postage stamp as a special edition by the
Post Office, along with some other famous gardens and follies. It was
also involved in part of the Meonia story i.e. Keatman & Philips' The
Green Stone,-? another coincidence?

With this last set of points we now have a square, delineated by,
at the South corner, a point beteen Sixpenny Handley and Cranbourne.
At the West corner, Llandovery, at the North corner Biddulph Grange,
and at the East corner, a point a little to the West of Biggleswade (!?)
This gives a square with sides about 105 miles long. It occurred to me
that the distances between the sites on the line to Dover were spaced
so that each gap reduced at a proportionate rate which I recognised
from somewhere. After a short time I remembered, it was the points used
to construct what is called the "Golden Rectangle'" or the "root 5"
rectangle. To construct such a rectangle you start with a square, then
you put a compass point on a corner and from a diagonal corner, strike
an arc to a goint in line with one of the sides. From this point take
a line at 90" to the line you've struck the arc to and this will give
you a root 1 rectangle. To achieve the root 5 rectangle just repeat
the procedure 4 more times.

17




So, taking the square as described above i.e. Cranbourne-Llandovery-
Biddulph-Biggleswade, put the compass point on the point at Llandovery
and strike an arc from Biggleswade southwards to St Catherine's Point.
This gives us a rectangle taking in Llandovery-Biddulph-Running Well-

St Catherine's Point. Next strike an arc (compass in the same point)
from the Running Well , again southwards and you have a point in the sea.
From this point make another rectangle, Llandovery-Biddulph-Canterbury-
sea. Do the same again and you have another rectangle, Llandovery-
Biddul ph-Dover Castle-sea. The next rectangle is Llandovery-Biddulph-
sea-sea, and the last rectangle, the '"Golden Rectangle' gives you;
Llandovery-Biddulph-a site in France near the Nl route (a sight I intend
to investigate soon), and the sea again.

The majority of the sites investigated have, so far, been mystically
significant, also about 3/4 of the sites I've checked on the map have
""Roman Roads" running either parrallel, or actually along the various
lines. So there is the possibility that the Romans may have set these
sites out, but what of Stonehenge etc. The Romans called Stonehenge
The Choir of Ambrosius, so they may well have been aware of the Welsh
Bardic Traditions. Who knows, they might have invited an old bardic
Druid to dinner to discuss terms of lease on the old straight tracks
so the Romans could build their roads on them and maybe the subject of
sacred geometry came up over the after dinner mints?.

Editor's Notes

1. The St Michael's Line is a series of sites connected with St Michael
and the dragon of Christian tradition, which run in a straight line
from Cornwall across the country to Bury St Edmunds. This idea was
originally conceived by John Michell and first introduced in his
book "The View Over Atlantis."

248 Michell, John "City of Revelation' published by Garnstone Press,
London 1972.

S See the article "Synchronicity in a cathedral" within this issue.

4. See the first issue of Jonathan Mullard's '"Earthlines" journal.
Address may be found in the exchanges listing at the back of this
journal.

5)5 Phillips G. & Keatman M. '"The Green Stone' Neville-Spearman Ltd
1983.

* * *

GLASTONBURY GATHERING ... Over the weekend of 29/30 October another
earth mysteries calendar event took place in Glastonbury . Billed the
the Glastonbury Gathering it was organised by Jamie George, of Gothic
Image bookshop and Palden Jenkins, a local ley researcher. The idea
was to bring together people from all over the country to join in an
informal series of talks, discussions and new age activities, with a
central theme of the '"the earth mysteries'". However, this weekend was
a marked contrast to the Northern Moot of the previous weekend showing
the more inspirational and social side of the subject, and this led
some to feel particularly out of place in this setting. Those, that is,
who were more familiar with the hard line research carried out in the
name of earth mysteries. Still, it was a good weekend, especially the
meditation on Chalice Hill during the Sunday afternoon.
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e Po/MOUTH HAY-FALL RHCIoGRAPHS

— A FRELMINARY =281

Earthquest News has acquired actual photographs of a fall of hay
which took place at Plymouth in Devon during 1969. Almost certainly they
are the only examples of their kind in existence and must therefore be
considered valuable evidence for the existence of such phenomena.

The three photographs in question were taken by a Southend man
named Mark Hughes, with whom your editor became acquainted with in
April 1983. He owns his own business in advertising and uses the same
typesetter as the newspaper to which I contribute. He knows of my
interest in matters strange and eventually showed me the pictures which
I have since studied in great detail and have had copies made.

THE FALL

ook place during September 1969 when Mark was on ?0]1day.
with ?2?egglli; PlyEouth. One %ot and humid afternoon, wnghouLJWLSdBagzln
or other peculiar meterological conditions, just a very hxﬁh ckou b >,
Mark and his friends were amazed to see hay falling from ¢ g sdy an cor
littering the ground all round. Stalks and clumps fell.ln adun agieabouc
about five minutes and covered an area of what w